
URGE BUILDING FOR
"

NATIOJfSARCHIVES
Historical Association Members

Will Act at the Meeting
Tuesday.

U. S. FAR BEHIND EUROPE
IN CARE OF DOCUMENTS

Congress Will Be Asked for Money
to Carry Out the Plans AlreadyTinder Way.

When the American Historical Associationconvenes in Washington Tuesdayone of the most important objects
of its meeting will be to set before
members of Congress and the learned
world the need for the erection of a

building in this city to shelter the nationalarchives and to protect them
from the ravages to which they have
been exposed for over a century.

It is beginning to be realised that it
is high time for the government to followthe example of foreign govern-
ments and even of states and corpora-
tions in giving adequate attention to!
the preservation of its records. A Rus-
sian writer has stated that the care
which a nation bestows upon the monumentsof its history may well serve as

an index to the state of civilization to
which that nation has attained. If
this test were applied "to the governmentof the United States it is to be
feared that it would :"all far below
many small and relatively unimportant
countries in the scale of civilization.

Care in European Capitals.
In London one finds the national recordscarefully brought together in the

public record office. In Paris one finds
them in the national archives, where
they are the objects of jealous care
on the part of their custodians; all over

Germany one finds modern and perfectlyequipped archive buildings; hardly
a town in the low countries but what
has a building for the preservation of
its records. Many of the South Americancountries have built beautiful
structures to house the monuments of
their history; in Washington one finds
the government's records scattered
about in a hundred or more different
places in the District of Columbia;
some are in the navy yard; some are
stored in the annexes of departmentalbuildings: some are in the basements;many are in rented buildings,
a tribute to that peculiar brand of
economy which prefers to pay a large
rental for inconvenient and unsuitable
quarters rather than to build adequate
structures which would provide proper
accommodations and comport with the
dignity of the national government.
The history of the archives is 'one

which must sadden the hearts of all
interested tn our national history.From 1800 down to the present date
there have been many disastrous fires,
one of which resulted in the destructionof all records of the Treasury Departmentprior to 1833. There have
been countless cases of thefts, «f the
depredations of autograph hunters, and
of destruction by heat or damp, by
rats and through carelessness.

Conditions Are Improving.
It must be admitted that of late

years conditions have much improved.
Departmental officials can no longer
be accused of negligence or carelessnessin preserving their records from
preventable damage, but handicapped
as they are by the necessity of storingthe archives wherever space can
be found for* them, oftentimes in
buildings not completely under their
control, it is easy to see that there
is still a long way to go before anythinglike the ideal state of affairs or
one consistent witn the dignity of the
government will be attained.
Congressional action must provide a

separate record building in which these
treasures of our history can be
brought together, classified, arrangedand made accessible not only for rapidand easy administrative use, but, so
far as is proper, for the use of the
student of history, economics and politics.
Congress has already made provisionfor the preparation of plans for an

archive building. It is understood that
several preliminary studies for this,building have been completed; and
doubtless Congress will soon be asked
to make a provision for the erection
of the building itself.

Meeting in Continental Hall.
At a public meeting to be held in

Continental Hall Tuesday afternoon,
December 28, at 3:30 o'clock, the Historical,Economic. Political Science and
Other associations whirh »rt> (rathor./i
here in Washington will bring the
weight of their influence to bear in
favor of the erection of a national archivebuilding. Senator Miles Poindexterof Washington, whose interestin th*i proposed building is well known
and who has sponsored it through severalsessions of Congregs, will presideat this meeting.
The first speaker will be Prof. FrankW. Taussig, the well known economistof Harvard University. Prof. Taussigwill point out the great value of the

national archives to the student. Gail-
lard Hunt of the Library of Congresswill then tell how indispensable the
records are 10 th- administration itself.
Prof. Benjamin r\* Shambaugh of the
University of lo-va. who has traveled
about the country examining state!
archives, will show, with the aid of
lantern slides, what various states, citiesand even corporations have done
for the care of their records. He will
be followed by Waldo G. Leland. secretaryof the American Historical Association.who will tell of archive buildingsthat he has seen in Europe and
will show a number of picture* of
them. Leo F. Stock of the Carnegie Institutionof Washington, who for the
last eight or ten years has devoted
most of h'.s time to investigations in
the archives in Washington, will describe,wjth the aid of lantern slides,
condition# that exist at presert among
the national archives Finally. Louis
A. Simon, superintendent of the draftingdivision in the office of the supervisingarchitect of the Treasury, under
wpose directions the studies for the
new buildlnar have been nrenared will
present by means of lantern slides certainof these studies, showing how the
United States may have the finest
archive In.tiding In the world.

Topics of the Historians.
The historians, however, will not confinetheir attention exclusively to the nationalrecords. In the present year of

grace the topic which la absorbing all interestmakes perhaps a stronger appeal
te the hiMortar than to any other class
of student. Topics suggested by the war
will receive abundant consideration. We<fnesditymorning in the large ballroom of
the New Willard Hotel Prof William 8.
Ferguson of Harvard University and
Prof. George W. Botsford of Columbia
University will read papers on "Economic
Causes of International Rivalries and
Wars In Ancient -Times." The statement
has so often been made that the fundamentalcause of the present war is an
economic one, that It Is of peculiar Interestto examine Into the causes of wars
of other times, and to see whether they
have been mainly economic or mainly
political. *or whether they have been
both.

Another subject that has been much
talked of in connection with the great
war la the question of colonisation. It Is
said that tne possession of colonies by
one great power and the lack of colonies
by another great power has been one of
the principal causes in bringing * about
hostilities. Tuesday morning, December

28, In the large ballroom of the New Willard,there will be a session devoted to
the suhject of "Medieval Colonisation."
Prof. James W. Thompson of the Universityof Chicago will deliver an address on
"East German Colonisation." Prof.
Howard I*. Gray of Bryn Mawr College
will discuss the various problems of
"Anglo-Saxon Settlement," while Prof.
Eugene H. Byrne of the University. of
Wisconsin will tell of the "Genoese as
Colonizers" and Constantino E. tMcGuire
of Washington will read a paper on
"Monastic Colonization in Spain."

Aspects of Nationalism.
Perhaps the line of thought that has

come most to the front during the last
year andva half has been with regard
to the various aspects of nationalism.
Many have said that the war has been
caused by a mistaken sense of patriotism.Why, it is asked, should we be
national rather than international?
Thursday'morning, at a session in the
New Willard Hotel, Prof. James HarveyRobinson, who is recognized as one
of the most brilliant lecturers in
American universities, will present a
paper dealing with the historical aspectsof nationalism. In what does
the spirit of nationalism take its root?
How is it affected by factors of language.of religion, of race? Prof. Robinson'spaper will be followed by a discussionwhich will be participated in
by Prof. Edward B. Krehbiel. Prof.
William E. Lingelbach, Prof. William
T. Laprade, Prof. Ellery C. Stowell and
Prof. Thomas F. Moran.
Annthor oaaclnn »n Ka haM of fo

Hotel ShoYeham Friday morning:, will
be devoted to the consideration of nationalismin the British empire. One
of the apparently contradictory phenomenaof modern politics is the
growth of a strong national feeling in
the various units that compose the
British empire along with the growth
of enthusiasm for the empire itself.
Prof. Wrong of the University of Torontoand A. Maurice Low'of Washington.the London correspondent, will
present the leading papers of this session.Their observations will be discussedby Prof. George B. Adams of
Yale University and Prof. George L.
Beer of New York.

The Naval History Section.
Of particular interest at this time,

when preparedness is the all-absorbing
theme of public discussion, will be the
session of the Historical Associatioil
and the Naval History Association,
which will be held in the New Willard
Hotel Friday morning. Here Capt.
Robert 1. Rees, U. S. A., will point out
the lessons to be learned from the disastrousbattle at Bladensburg. a centuryago. Presumably he will show
how much dependence can be placed
upon the untrained volunteers, who,
brave enough but wholly without training,spring up to repel the invader. At
the same session Prof. Carl R. Fish of
the University of Wisconsin will de-'
scribe the organization of the Wisconsinvolunteers during the civil war,
while Rear Admiral French Ensor
Chadwick, U. S. N., retired, will describethe newly discovered papers of
De Grasse. the French admiral, of th^
American revolution, and will point out
how sea power played a decisive part
in our struggle for a separate national
existence.
While most of the sessions described

above deal with European or general
history, American history has been by
no means neglected. On Tuesday morning,in the New Willard, there will be
a session, presided over by Prof. ThomasW. Page of the University of Virginia,especially devoted to American
history. Miss Frances G. Davenport of
the Carnegie institution of Washington,
who has 3pent several years in careful
investigations in European archives,
will talk on America and European di-
plomacy.

History of Agriculture.
Prof. Louis B. Schmidt of Iowa State

College will speak of the economic
history of American agriculture as a

field for -study. Especially interesting
will be the paper of Dr. Victor S. Clark
of the Carnegie Institution of Washingtonon -the influence of manufacturesupon political sentiment in the
United States from 1820 to 1860. Anotherinteresting paper will be that by
Frank Weitenkampf of the New York
public library on pictorial documents
as illustrating American history.
Three of the most brilliant sessions

of the meetings will be held Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday evenings in
the ballroom of the New Willard. On
Tuesday, at a meeting presided over by
Rear Admiral Charles H. Stockton,
president of George Washington University,Prof. Walter F. Willcox of Cor-
nell University, president of the Amerl-
can Economic Association, will deliver
an address on the apportionment of
representatives, while Prof. H. Morse
Stephens of the University of California,president of the American HistoricalAssociation, will deliver an address
upon "Nationalism and History." Wednesday,Prof. William I. Hull of
Swarthmore College will discuss the
Monroe doctrine as applied to Mexico,
a topic which is no* only timely, but
the discussion of which, from thir point
of view of a well known pacifist, promisesto be extremely interesting. Anotheropponent of militarism, Oswald
Garrison Villard of New York, will
read a paper on "TJf-.c Submarine and
Torpedo in the Blo. fcade of the Confederacy."It is not generally realized
that the submarine idayed any part in
the civil war, and III. Villard's paper
should attract considerable attention
as pointing out the tjarly application
of two of the principal methods of
naval warfare of tVe present conflict.

Paper on John Marshall.
Former Senator Albert J. Beverldge,

who has been for some years engaged
in a study of the life of John Marshall,
will read a paper on that subject.
Thursday evening two diplomats are to

.present papers. Heury White, former
ambassador to France, will talk or.

"Diplomacy and Politics," while David
Jayne Hill, former ambassador to Germany,will speak on "Some Aspects of
French-American History." At the
same session Miss Ida M. Tarbell will
give an account of the education of
American women in the first half of the
eighteenth century.
The sessions which the American HistoricalAssociation is to hold are open

to the public, which is cordially invitedto attend them.
The American Historical Association

was organized in 1884. It was incorporatedby Congress in 1889 and its annualreports were given the status of
public documents, while its principal
office was required by law to be located
in Washington. Thus it is peculiarly
a national and representative society.
Its services in the cause of American
history and in the study of history in
America are well known. When one
remembers that in 1884 a college professorwho devoted all his time to
teaching history was a rarity, it will
readily be seen what advance has been
mane during me iasi miriy years.
Among the presidents and leaders of
the association have been many who
are well known figures In the National
Capital. Three of them have been noteddiplomats.George Bancroft, AndrewD. White and James B. Angel!.
two have been Presidents of the United
States.Rutherford B. Hayes and TheodoreRoosevelt. One of the presidents
18 believed by many to have furnished
the inspiration for the building of the
German imperial navy, the late AdmiralAlfred T. Mahan.
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I Service
When you buy at-Mayer's you'll find a conscientious

service working always for your benefit.a service tha
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Well Made Cocoa

Door Mat, j A
59c tlBP*
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I 1 ICOLID Golden Oak ChifI1| fonier of large size; fiv<
[ large, roomy drawers, fitted witf

j ==^5i^3l^| wood pulls. Nicely finished anc

III ili 9 B we" polished. '
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$7.50 Golden Oak ! JF ^"
Kitchen Cupboard IS >E

$4.95 H?
T ARGE KitcherL Cupboard, P PIT] ^strongly constructed, in golden f | *" ^.
oak; large glass doors and roomy I !,
shelves for dishes. It has a table-top b
base and a large cupboard, two draw- SuSBBMi
ers for cutlery and linen.

vv
Iff

The Magnificent Showing
and Rugs Attracts Mor

'THE response to our announcement of the
1 brought forth an unusually big number of custoi

sold to thrifty buyers, but so plentiful is the supply i

ings that thousands of fine Rugs remain from which ]

Fine Quality Tapestry Brussels <
Rugs, 9x12; especially r *7 ZL desi
good for bedrooms... "PI®* * ^ trou

J U
^ S = = ===^=

Library Suite
In Early English Finish

$12.75 '

1 COUR-PIECE Library Suite, consist-
* ing of Armchair, Side Chair, Arm "Rocker
and Large Library Table with magazine racks.
All chairs and rockers upholstered in a good grade
of black imitation leather, well padded and supA
ported by strong coil springs. The dark mission
finish.

Fumed Oak Finish with Brown d*1 CJ 7
"Imitation Spanish Leather... L 1/
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,, Lifetime Fun

antees ^

409 to 417 Seventh StKJT.

a Story of Ba:
of Tremendo

)R a big ending to a most successful year
department for the whole week. Bargains in
ces that are much lower than you will pay fo
tment are special prices, enabling you to furnis
without the expenditure of a large sum. Ever
finest quality, artistic in style and perfect in v

irge Your Purchases if You
^ ((

Pi Quartered Oak

-s/ Buffet,
Colonial Style,

$21.75
I. UANDSOME ColoI1 * nial Buffet, large bevel
I plate mirror, large drawers

and two large cupboards,
genuine quartered oak, highlypolished and finished.

' jjjPggcg^: ^
L of solid gold

In co'on'a' design. '

5 I Baby Walker,

if 65c ^
^ | DABY Walker,
jH [V with mahogany-fin-
I'1 If j ished top and tray, well
i |g# braced, roomy seat, runs ffl
S" ^Hr easily, and a reliable baby \

tender. Has iron bottom
frame.IV

f of QualityCarpets F
e Attention Daily
nniiciinl Cnrnef and Rue values T-

I o ^
Tiers. Hundreds of fine Rugs have been
md so beautiful the patterns and colorpoucan make a favorable selection.

Genuine Velvet Rugs, oriental
gns and soft, lus- d* 1 Q *7 gZ
a colorings
xminster Rugs : $19.75 ^
ssels Rugs, closely woven $22.00 ^c

2 Wool Velvet Rugs, thick pile. .$26.75 w.£
2 Beautiful Wilton Velvet Rugs. .$39.75 ^
2 Velvet Rugs, long, thick wool

^ a

face $32.00 ba
7 Wnnl Wilton Ruas. rich color- ^

ings .$38.75 v_
tibr-r- 9x12 Wilton Rugs, extra H<

.- quality wool.. .$49.75 tin

Specials
Best Quality Velvet Carpet, yd.$1.70

>d Quality Velvet Carpet, yard. . .$1.35
try Brussels Carpet, yard 98c

!Jom the Therir
Cooker

[OIN our Cooker Club tome
'J the care and trouble of tiresom
club plan you can put a Thermatic (
it cook your meals for you. Cooke
this week.

No Trouble to Prepare Meal
Tj Better Food at Lesser Cost
WITH a Thermatic Firele
* ' Cooker you can prepare yo

meals, put them in your cooker at

they will cook perfectly witho
watching and no danger of burrrit
or boiling dry. They cut your grocer
butcher and gas

Metal Stand '

ture - *** Charge j.

Charge your purchase if y<
venient way to buy, and the

Phone M 2826 smaI1 so *at y°u'1!

rgains in an After-(
us Reductions HI,
we're offering special bargains in every _ |
good dependable Furniture of lifetime quality

r similar qualities elsewhere. Through every jfj§|
;h your home or replace any worn or discarded ||i
ything offered you is from our own new stocks, Ejj|§| workmanship.^ jy.
Like Payments to Suit Mi
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uartered Oak

ina Closet, made II/: VV matr

en oak and in a neat f | solid golden
jS *our large shelves L r rooiny draw

drawer pulls

2-inch Post Enamel

j AAAHITE Enara1II(̂Y®' e' ®e(*'w'1^ ^'*s"
sT\jy tening white enamel,

two-inch posts, strong
*« j--: j j i

.i niters ; wen uesigneu anu

%p* y '*9 strong.
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*ut a Hoosier in Your Home
This Is the jEjirti '-j

loosier "Wonder"
White Enamel Lined

$19.35 jrafp*7 OU'LL use your kitchen |w53j [j||jl s \
cabinet three times a day. Jib yKjffil 5l 6

)U want it free from flaws. You Ini
int it as convenient as it pos- ^»ly can be. You'll never have ~

buy another cabinet if you buy
ck if you are not delighted.

^

""OME in and see the 40 j lulj ijM> conveniences of these new j | »/ |1 \ Paj/'hosiers that save you endless j ||l |

$1 Pays for It ' ' ^^

lafic Fireless | fjlji
club lWL%Ss
>rrow and forever banish
e kitchen work. On the easy ft ] ||E==«=g5Jlooker in your kitchen and let /v~'
r stand free to club members \
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Golden Oak Din

,pta|!p Style; Six Go

f !' j^ Golden Oak Dini
W'^Wl1111 » sign, large barrel, exte

^ "v '
, leaves; also six Gol

well made, panel back,
seat of natural cane.
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Accounts ' I
>u like. It' s an easy and conpaymentswill be arranged in
hardly miss them.

Christmas j

Golden Oak

jlii&mier,

$10.75
Designed Chiffonier;
:hes above dresser exactly;
oak, nicely polished; has

ers, large mirror and \voo4 |i
; fitted with cabinet locks.
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;.$1 Does It

I
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>om Special
ing Table, Colonial
Idea Oak Dining
lairs,

4.95
ts of Well Polished
ng Table in colonial dendsto five feet, including i
den Oak Dining Chairs, [I
heavy spindles and heavy


